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<Abstract>
Translation of Mark 4:12:
Purpose or Result?

Hyeon Woo Shin
(Chongshin University)

In Mark 4:12, {va probably introduces a result clause as in Mark 4:22; 11:25;
15:32. If the word is interpreted as introducing a purpose clause, 4:12 could mean
that Jesus taught the people in parables so that they would not understand the
meaning. If so interpreted, v.12 does not fit with v.33 which says that Jesus taught
people in parables just as they were able to understand. In addition, such an
interpretation does not fit with v.22 which says that the purpose of concealing is
to reveal. Further, it does not correspond with Mark 12:12 which states that Jesus’
opponents actually understood the parable. As such, Mark’s literary context does
not lead us to consider Jesus’ parables to have been means of misunderstanding.

Our interpretation is supported by Mark’s redactional use of the Old
Testament. Mark 4:12 does not use Isaiah 6:9-10 (LXX) as it is. Mark changes
o0 un 18nre and ob un ouvfite (“you will never understand”) into un {dwoiy and
un ouvidoir (“they could not understand”). As such, Mark does not fully close
but rather open the possibility of understanding.

In v.12, prmote may mean otherwise, which is also a possible meaning in its
Aramaic counterpart 8257, If the word is interpreted as lest here, v.12 does not
cohere with Mark 1:15 which reports that Jesus commanded repentance. Luke
14:29’s use of Tva primote in the meaning of so that otherwise also supports this
interpretation.

The use of cognate participles (BAémovteg PA€TwOLY, dkovovteg dkobwoly) in
v.12 reflects Hebrew usage of the infinitive for emphasizing the verb. Such a
usage is found not only in the LXX (Gen 22:17; Exo 3:7; Isa 6:9) but also in the
NT (Mat 13:14; Act 7:34; Heb 6:14). Likewise in Mark 4:12, the participles
does not mean seeing or hearing but indeed.

On the basis of these considerations, Mark 4:12 may be translated as follows:
As a result, they may indeed see but could not know, and they may indeed hear

but could not understand. Otherwise, they might repent and be forgiven.



